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LONDON TOPOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 



MINUTES OP PROCEEDINGS 

AT THE 

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING, 

SeU on Thursday, March 9th, 1899, 
AT CLIFFOKD'S INN HALL, 

The Eight Hon. LORD WELBY OP ALLINGTON, G.C.B. 

(yice-fbesident), in thb chair. 



Mr. T. Fairman Ordish, F.S.A. (Hon. Sec. pro tern.), 
opened the proceedings by reading the Beport of the 
Organizing Committee (see p. 21). 

Mr. E. W. Beal moved: "That the Annual Report and 
Cash Statement presented by the Organizing Committee be 
approved and adopted by this first annual meeting of the 
Society." 

Mr. Silver seconded the resolution, which was ciMrried 
unanimously. 

Bules. 

The Bules, which were taken as read (dee p. 34), were 
then formally aj^roved of by the meeting, with the following 
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amendment moved by Mr. Emery Walker, seconded by 
Mr. J. F. Gomme: "That Rule II of the Draft Rules 
presented with the Report of the Organizing Committee be 
amended by the alteration of ' eighteen ' to * twenty-one 
elected members of the Society/ and by the addition of 
the following words : * The direction of the general business 
of the Society shall be delegated to a Committee of Manage- 
ment, who shall periodically report to the Council.' " 

Election of Council and Officers. 

The Hon. Secretary pointed out that an alteration would 
have to be made in the list of members of Council submitted 
for election by the omission of Mr. H. B. Wheatley's name. 
Mr. Wheatley, who was the founder of the Topographical 
Society of London, out of which this Society had grown, had 
written requesting to have his name removed from the 
Council. In some way, which it was to be hoped would be 
eiq)lained at a future time, offence must have been given to 
that gentleman, which was much to be regretted. 

The next alteration would be with regard to the position 
occupied by himself. He proposed to hand over the duties of 
Secretary to Mr. Bernard Gomme, who had worked with him 
as assistant Secretary for the last two years in the recon- 
struction of the new Society out of the old. Mr. Gomme was 
well qualified to carry out the duties of Secretary, as he had 
actual experience of the work, and was thoroughly conversant 
with the history of the Soeiety from its foundation. As 
regards himself, his (Mr. Ordish's) name would be added to 
the list of proposed members of the Council. 

The Chairman then put the amended list to the meeting, 
and the President, Vice-Presidents, Council, Hon. Treasurer, 
and Hon. Secretary were unanimously elected. 



Mr. Ordish then proposed: ''That this meeting of the 
London Topographical Society greatly regrets the resignation 
of Mr. Henry B. Wheatley, and desires to record its sense 
of his great services to the subject for the furtherance of 
which the London Topographical Society has been f ormed.'^ 

Mr. ToLHURSTy in seconding the resolution, said as one of 
the oldest members of the Society Mr. Wheatley's resignation 
had caused him very deep regret. He was not aware of there 
having been any friction, and did not for a moment assume 
that it had arisen out of any action of his colleagues. It was 
to be sincerely hoped that after a time Mr. Wheatley would 
reconsider his decision. 

The resolution passed imanimously. 

Lord Welby's Address. 

The Chairman said he considered it a privilege to preside 
at the first meeting of the Topographical Society. He con- 
gratulated the Society on its reconstitution, and in obtaining 
as its President Lord Rosebery. who took a warm interest in 
the cause of topographical research in London. It was a great 
advantage to have as their President a man like Lord Bosebery, 
who was not only in the front rank of politics, but also a 
scholar and a student and immensely interested in anything 
connected with London, both past and present. They must 
all be struck, especially those who were advancing in age, 
by the rapid disappearance of old London ; old houses and 
old streets were being daily replaced by new buildings, 
and thus within the last fifty years many objects of great 
interest to the archaeologist and historian had disappeared. 
It was the object of that Society, if they could not preserve 
these objects of interest, to, at all events, take care that a 
record should be kept of them as far as possible by means of 
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photography or drawings. He remembered his old friend. 
Sir George Scharf , the Keelper of the National Portrait Gallery, 
used to go about London with a notebook in his pocket, and 
wheneyer he came across a building that interested him 
and was likely to be demolished, he used to take a sketch of 
it. In one of his wanderings he saw the old Foreign Office 
in Downing Street marked for destruction, by the contractor's 
placards. That old Foreign Office consisted of two or three 
ordinary dwelling-houses, but it was the Foreign Office that 
had transacted the business of the Great War. He made a 
drawing of this building so closely associated with the history 
of this country, and presented it to him (Lord Welby), 
and he had since had it photographed. In the same way it 
would be possible for all those who were interested in London 
to keep up a continuity with the past by preserving such 
memorials of Old London. When they saw these representa- 
tions of the London of 800 or 400 years ago, they felt that they 
had a claim to be associated with the London of the past, and 
that they had not, so to speak, passed into another geological 
stratum. This subject, he was glad to say, was receiying very 
sympathetic attention from the London County Council. There 
was a Committee of the London Coxmty Council which dealt 
with questions of this kind when they arose, and he ventured 
to hope that the Society would find that committee always 
anxious to act hand in hand with it. Interesting suggestions 
were made in the Report as to the subjects chosen for 
publication. The first suggestion on the agenda was that plans 
should be published of the Kensington Turnpike Trust, which 
came to an end a few years ago. The Trustees had a great 
quantity of papers belonging to the Trust, which they offered 
to the authorities of the British Museum, who at first were not 
very eager to accept them ; but on going through these papers 
they came across a beautifully executed drawing in the most 



minute form of the road from Hyde Park Comer to as far as 
Addison Eoad, every tree, every house, and, he might say, 
every window, being depicted with the utmost care and 
delicacy. The date when this drawing was executed was 
1811, and the public official who had prepared it must have 
devoted a great deal of time to it. Public officials at that 
thne must have had leisure which their successors did not 
enjoy, for the minuteness and delicacy of the drawing showed 
how much care and time must have been given to it. He 
rejoiced to think that the Museum might permit them to 
reproduce it. 

Another subject which interested him greatly was White- 
hall, for he had spent forty years of his life in the Treasury. 
"No other part of London was of greater interest to Londoners 
than Whitehall. His friend. Sir John Taylor, had taken the 
celebrated old groimd plan of Whitehall of 1682, and had 
drawn upon it a groimd plan to scale of the site as it at 
present existed, so that they could fix now the exact spot 
where each part of the Palace stood. He did not yet know 
whether Sir John Taylor could let him have the plan without 
the assent of the Office of Works, but if it could be got he 
would suggest that it would be an exceedingly interesting 
recollection for them to publish of the old Whitehall Palace. 
Although outwardly very little remnant of the Whitehall 
Palace remained, it was curious to see how bits of that Palace 
were embedded in the surrounding Government offices. On 
this old plan of 1682, corrected by the present ordnance map, 
would be seen the entrance to the old Cockpit, the site of 
which had been so much discussed, corresponding almost exactly 
with the present entrance to the Treasury from Whitehall^ 
and leading up to the Cockpit, which stood very near the 
present Board-room of the Treasury. He might mention that 
their President, Lord Kosebery, was extremely interested in 
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this plan, and had made arrangements with him (Lord Welbjr) 
to go with Sir John Taylor on a tour of inspection of tbe 
remains. He gave these particulars to encourage mdmbera fd 
the Society who were probably conversant with other pftrte 
of London to point out places of equal interest. 8kHnc| filkjr 
years ago took place the separation of the Office of Woods and 
Works into two Departments, and the various records had been 
divided up between the two. He did not think that eit^r of 
those. Offices had exhaustively looked through theijt archives, 
and that Society might with advantage excite the interest' of 
the officers of both these Departments to see whq.t plans and 
papers they had stored away which might' very possibly 
elucidate a great deal of the history of that part of London; 
He heartily wished the Society success in their renewed 
venture. 



Kensington Turnpike Trust Plans. 

Sir Owen Bob^rts then moved: ''That the Council be 
instructed to put in hand a section of the plans of the 
Kensington Turnpike Trust as a publication for the current 
year." It appeared to him that Lord Welby had shown 
very good cause for the adoption of this proposal. It was very 
desirable that they should have such a record of the landmariss 
of old London before them. Being the record of a Turnpike 
Trust, he imagined that it would be perfectly accurate, and it 
was necessary that all these records should be accurate in every 
detail. 

Mr. Waterman seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A drawing of a section of the Plan and two photographs of 
the same which had been prepared by Mr. Emery Walker 
were passed round the meeting. 
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Illustrated Topographical Record. 

Mr. J« F. Gomme then moved : ^' That it is desirable that 
the Illtistrated Topographical Record be continued; that the 
Council is hereby requested to consider the ayailable material 
with the view to the issue of a third series, and that the 
possibilities of further continuing the work with the aid of 
photography be hereby recommended to the immediate atten- 
tion of the Council.'^ He had a particular pleasure in 
making this recommendation/ because he thought that the 
work was extremely usef ul, and such that the Society should 
by all means continue. Mr. Emslie had been engaged as artist 
in this work, and it was felt that he should continue it. 

Mr. Hayward seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Scamell said, as the Hon. Secretary of the National 
Photographic Eecord Association, he had taken great interest 
in the work. His Association looked to other Societies, such 
as the Archaeological and Topographical, to keep them posted 
up in any matters which were of particular interest. The 
object of his Association was to take and collect photographs, 
and then deposit them with the British Museum for publie 
reference. They were also doing what they could to organize 
a photographic survey work throughout the kingdom. He 
had brought with him a few specimens of photogmphs of 
the Tower, which had been taken by their President, Sir John 
Benjamin Stone, which he would be happy to hand round to 
the members. 

Mr. Ordish said he should like to add a word before the 
resolution was put. He submitted proofs of the drawings for 
the second series of the Illmtrated Record, and these were 
passed round the meeting. It was the fact that Mr. Emslie, 
who had made the drawings for the two parts already com- 
pleted, had material for a third part. The drawings for this 
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part were not yet finished^ as they required certain details to 
be filled in. There was no doubt that if the work of the 
Record could be grappled with it would give the Society 
cohesion and a definiteness of aim. If the resolution were 
adopted, the Society would not be committed necessarily to the 
use of photography, but it was simply a declaration that 
the members would like the materials ready for the third issue 
to be utilized, and then that they would like the Council to 
consider the possibility of working by photography. He 
gathered that Mr. Scamell would gladly take from that 
Society a list of buildings that should be photographed if it 
were known that they were to be demolished shortly, and that 
by some arrangement with him that Society could use those 
photographs for their Record. 

Mr. Scamell said his object in coming to the meeting was 
to receive any suggestions as to their working harmoniously 
together to avoid going over the same ground twice. 

The resolution passed unanimously. 

Proposed Shakespeare Memorial in London. 

Mr. Ordish then proposed : " That in the opinion of this 
meeting of the London Topographical Society it is desirable 
that a movement to commemorate Shakespeare in London be 
started by this Society, and that the Council be hereby re- 
quested to appoint a Committee for this purpose." The work 
of the Society was largely illustrative of Shakespeare. They 
had produced Wyngaerde's View showing London about ten 
years after the suppression of the religious houses of London, 
which made possible the evolution of Shakespeare. Then they 
reproduced a little later Hoefnagers Plan, and then Yisscher's 
beautiful view of London, which was actually a picture of 
London at the time of Shakespeare. Now they had Porter's 
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Plan, showing wliat London was like just before it disappeared 
in the Great Fire. He might recall to the recollection of some 
of the members of the old Society who were present the pro- 
jected book of excerpts from the Calendars of State papers, the 
Reports of the Deputy-Keeper of the Records, the Privy 
Council Registers, and Mr. Cordy JeafEreson's Calendars of 
the Middlesex County Records. He had himself done a con- 
siderable portion of the work for that period .of London after 
the suppression of the religious houses, and before the Fire, 
and he thought they might start their commemoration of 
Shakespeare by publishing a memorial volume on Shakespeare 
in London. He would suggest that on April 23rd next a con- 
ference should be held in that hall, to which should be invited 
members of kindred Societies interested in the subject. The 
public celebration of Shakespeare in London was beyond the 
scope of a private Society like theirs, but they could take 
the initiative in the way he had mentioned. There were many 
things that might be done to commemorate Shakespeare in 
London; one thing he should like to see done would be the 
setting up of a model, made to scale, of Shakespeare's play- 
house, the Globe, on some convenient site in London, and 
a play might be acted in it on every anniversary of 
Shakespeare's day. 

Mr. Tolhurst seconded the resolution. 

Mr. William Poel (of the Elizabethan Stage Society) 
warmly supported Mr. Ordish's suggestion to erect a model 
of the Globe Theatre on a site in London. 

Mr. Higgins said he felt bound to oppose the motion. The 
object of that Society was the preservation of the records of 
London, and not the glorification of great Londoners. He 
thought it would be a mistake to go outside the declared 
objects of the Society to tackle a public matter like a 
Shakespearian Celebration in London. 
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The resolution, on being put to the meeting, was lost hj 
one vote. 

Muniments and Records. 
Mr. Beal said before dealing with the records of old 
Middlesex he should like to call the attention of the Society 
to a very interesting plan hanging on the walls of the 
Sessions House at Clerkenwell. It appeared by the Oom- 
mittee's Beport that the materials for old maps would soon 
be exhausted, and that the Committee would have to specialize 
certain parts ; for this purpose the Sessional records of old 
Middlesex would be of service. It was a most interesting 
collection. The early records were almost entirely sessional 
rolls; they consisted of indictments, inquisitions, and recog* 
nisances, and were not likely to be of any use to the Society, 
except as showing the distribution of population and wealth. 
But when they came to the seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies, he thought the materials would be found to be more 
suitable for the purpose of topography. For instance, there 
were the registers of estates of Papists; then a list of the 
registered meeting-places of Dissenters, and one of the most 
interesting papers in these old records was a list of alehouses, 
bearing^ date 1582. It was recorded that the Justices of 
Middlesex used to meet at an alehouse called the '' Sign of the 
Cross," where the indictment against Ben Jonson was pre- 
f erred* Then there were the books and maps relating to county 
works, bridges, prisons, sessions houses, etc. Many of the 
old prisons, together with the gate-houses and lock-ups, 
had already disappeared. The records of the indict- 
ments were themselves very interesting topographically, 
especially in the cases of thefts of jewellery, etc., from the 
houses of great personages, as showing where the ancestors of 
many of our nobility once resided. There were indictments 
against persons for stealing from the houses of ambassadors. 
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and also against priests for celebrating Mass in the houses of 
ambassadors, which would be very interesting to ambassadors 
of the present day as showing where their predecessors resided. 
Having called attention to some of the materials which would 
be useful to the Society, he would point out that these 
interesting and yaluable records, nine-tenths of th^ entries 
of which related to Metropolitan lands, were in danger of being 
lost to London. On the 1st of April, 1889, the rural parts 
of Middlesex were separated from the Metropolis, but the 
new Middlesex Authorities had possessed themselves of the 
whole series of records. The London County Council, with 
the public spirit which they always showed in all matters 
relating to London, were now prosecuting an action at law 
with the Duke of Westminster, as Custos Rotulorum for 
London, with the view of getting back these records, which at 
one time were deposited at Clerkenwell, but had since been 
removed to Westminster, where they were now in the custody 
of Eural Middlesex. He hoped the London County Council, 
urged on by that Society and other bodies interested in London, 
would follow up the action they were now taking, if it should 
be necessary, by introducing a Bill to restore these old records 
to their ancient resting-place in Clerkenwell. 

The Chairman said he had been greatly interested in what 
Mr. Beal had said with regard to these records. He would 
ask in what way Mr. Beal suggested the Society could make 
use of them for the instruction of London. Was it suggested 
that a Committee should be appointed to make selections from 
these records for the purpose of their annual publications ? 

Mr. Beal said he did not think the time had yet arrived 
for that, as he thought they had not exhausted the material 
in hand. But when the time did arrive, a coloured map 
might be prepared showing the various interesting features 
to which he had referred. 
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Letter from Mr. R. B. Prosser. 

The Hon. Secketary read the following letter, which had 
been received from Mr, Prosser : — 

"Had I been able to attend I should have attempted to 
point out the value of the information contained in London 
parochial records. 

** I think the Society should take some action to preserve 
the records of those parishes which are to be amalgamated 
with other parishes to form municipal boroughs under the 
new London Government Bill. I have not yet had time to 
study that measure, but as far as I can see there is no 
provision of the nature I have referred to. Unless some- 
thing is done I fear that a wholesale destruction of valuable 
records may take place.'* 

Mr. Higgins said he knew one parish where the records 
were very badly kept. 

The Chairman said, though he was not able to speak for 
the London County Council, he should think they would be 
extremely anxious to have their attention called to such a 
point as had been alluded to by Mr. Prosser. 

Mr. Higgins moved that the attention of the London 
County Council be called to the ancient records which exisiked 
in various parishes, and that that body be asked to bear that 
matter in mind in consideration of the proposed Bill. 

Mr. Tolhurst suggested that the recommendation should 
be put on the plea of urgency. They ought to be very careful 
about travelling into such matters as records, because they 
really formed part and parcel of the work of the London and 
Middlesex Archseological Society. He should not like the 
idea to go forth that they were trenching on the work of 
that Society. 

With this addition the resolution was adopted. 



17 



Mr. Tolhurst moved that a hearty vote of thanks be given 
to Lord Welby for presiding at that meeting. 

Sir John Taylor had great pleasure in seconding the 
motion. He was sure that Lord Welby took a very great 
interest in all matters connected with that Society. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Chairman thanked the members. It had been a great 
pleasure to him to be allowed to take the chair that evening. 
Topography was a subject in which he took very great interest, 
and he hoped that at each meeting they would be able to 
congratulate themselves on an accession of strength. 
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NOTE. 

The Council have the pleasure to inform members that 
at a meeting held on the 21st March, it was stated that 
Mr. Wheatley had consented to withdraw his resignation. 
His name therefore remains upon the list of the Council, and 
he was unanimously elected a member of the Managing 
Committee. 

Mr. Wheatley was the founder of the late Society. It 
was owing to his persevering efforts that action was taken to 
give effect to the views expressed by himself, General Baillie, 
and others, in Notes and Queries and other publications, 
culminating in the meeting held at the Mansion House in 
October, 1880, when the Society was duly established, and 
Mr. Wheatley became its director. From his close connection 
with the late Society, and his active co-operation with the 
Organizing Committee last year, his contemplated retirement 
was the cause of much regret, and it is with great satisfaction 
that the Council are enabled to announce that in the future, 
as in the past, they will still have the advantage of 
Mr. Wheatley's valuable aid. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 



John Tolhurst. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

This is the Committee of Management appointed under Rule II, 

{See p. 35.) 
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Bebnabd Gomme, Hon, Sec. 

James F. Gomme, Hon. Treasur&r, 

Philip NoEMAN, P.S.A. 

T. Fairman Ordish, F.S.A., Chairman, 

Emery Walker. 

Henry B. Wheatley, F.S.A. 
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LONDON TOPOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 



REPORT 

OP 

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Submitted at the First Annual Meeting of the Society, held at 
Clifford's Inn Hall, on March 9th, 1899. 



The origin and formation of your Committee are recorded in 
the General Report of the late Topographical Society of London 
(see p. 36), printed and issued with the Handbook, a pamphlet 
descriptive of the Views and Maps of London which were 
published by that Society. This publication was completed 
and brought out by your Committee, and copies were issued 
to all members of the old Society whose subscriptions entitled 
them to receive it. The General Report included a complete 
financial statement of the affairs of the defunct Society, and 
this document is in fact a statement of the basis of the 
new London Topographical Society. 

At a meeting of the Organizing Committee of this Society, 
held on the 27th April, 1898, to consider the question of 
holding a general meeting of the Society last year, the 
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following resolution was carried, viz. : " That the present 
Organizing Committee do continue to act and administer the 
affairs of the Society during the year 1898 and until the first 
annual meeting of the London Topographical Society." 

That occasion having now arrived, it devolves upon your 
Committee to submit to this first annual meeting of the 
Society an account of their stewardship. In the first place 
they desire to refer to the Prospectus, which they drew up with 
very careful consideration. This document embodies a general 
statement of the foundation, aims, and scope of the Society; 
copies are in the hands of all members, and it has been 
widely circulated among students, officials, members of various 
archaeological societies, and others deemed most likely to be 
interested. As a result, a considerable number of members 
have joined, and the subscriptions received for the year 1898, 
added to the moneys taken over from the late Society, have 
enabled your Committee to undertake publications for the first 
year of the Society's existence, and to weld together the 
resources of the old and the present Societies. On the general 
policy of this work your Committee venture to anticipate the 
approval of all concerned, as the work of the defunct Society 
will be revived and carried on under the improved prospects 
afforded by the recent more extended interest taken in the 
topography and history of our great city. 

On referring to the Cash statement printed with the General 
Report of the old Society (see p. 38), it will be seen that your 
Committee recognized a liability in respect of certain sub- 
scriptions received beyond the date for which publications 
were issued. Members who thus subscribed have been credited 
in the books of the new Society, and they will receive 
the publications of the London Topographical Society to the 
extent of these payments. Your Committee desire to instance 
this as an example of the manner in which the old Society 
finds a continued existence in the new association. 

Your Committee felt that it would be a source of satisfaction, 
also, to know that, owing to their decision to undertake the 
charge of the existing stock of the publications brought out 
through the means of the subscribers to the old Society, 



23 



these works have not been allowed to suffer depreciation. 
They now form part of the back publications of the London 
Topographical Society, and during the administration of your 
Gommittee, subscriptions for these works have been received 
amounting to about £60. When the stock of prints is exhausted 
the supply can be renewed, as the photo-intaglio plates are in 
the possession of the Society. 

Besides the Handbook already referred to, your Committee 
undertook another arrear in the issues of the old Society. 
A number of engraved blocks, being illustrations of various 
changes in London topography during the period of that 
Society's existence, having been got together, the work was 
completed by your Committee, and issued under the title of 

Illustrated Topographical Record (First Series). Copies 

have been sent to all subscribers of the old Society to whom 
the publication was due, and it now forms part of the back 
publications of this Society, as set forth in the list appended 
to the present Report of your Committee. 

As publications for the first year of the London Topo- 
graphical Society, your Committee undertook and have brought 
to completion the following works, viz. : — 



I. Porter's Map of London and Westminster, 

circd 1660. 

This exceedingly interesting map shows London as it was 
shortly before the Great Fire. By its aid we can picture the 
city in which so many momentous events took place during 
the troublous years of the Civil War, the city familiar to 
John Milton, where he lived and laboured during many years 
of his great career. The late Mr. Halliwell-Phillipps was 
extremely desirous that the reproduction of this map, affording 
as it does a last glimpse of the London wherein Shakespeare 
dwelt and wrought as poet and playwright, should have been 
undertaken by the old Society, and your Committee feel con- 
siderable satisfaction in being able to report that this important 



24 



project (which was announced in the programme of the old 
Society) has been successfully accomplished, and forms the 
piice de resistance in the first year's work of the new London 
Topographical Society. The original, of which this repro- 
duction is an exact facsimile, the best and most perfect example 
of the map known to be in existence, is in the library of the 
Society of Antiquaries at Burlington House. The application 
made by your Committee to the Council of that Society for 
permission to reproduce the map was readily acceded to, and 
every facility was given for the work of reproduction. The 
only other example of the map known is an inferior copy in the 
Crace Collection in the British Museum, and your Committee 
desire to record their high sense of the courtesy of the Council 
of the Society of Antiquaries, by which the members of this 
Society have become possessed of replicas of this valuable and 
practically unique map. 



II. Illustrated Topographical Record 

(Second Series). 

It was announced in the Prospectus issued by your Committee 
that maps of London and Westminster of an earlier date than 
Porter's, viz. those of Norden, dated in 1593, would be repro- 
duced and issued as publications for the year 1898. Notwith- 
standing the interesting comparison that would be afibrded to 
members by the juxtaposition of Norden's maps with those of 
Porter, your Committee felt constrained to make an alteration 
in their plans, for which they venture to anticipate the approval 
of the Society. Having in hand a series of drawings by 
Mr. Emslie, in continuation of those already published by 
them, further illustrating the changes in the topography of 
London during the existence of the old Society, and wishing 
to pursue a careful policy with regard to the funds in hand, 
your Committee decided to bring out a second series of the 

Illustrated Topographical Record, leaving the repro- 
duction of Norden's maps to stand over for issue hereafter. 
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This work — ^which tangibly represents the bridging over of the 
old and the present Society — ^is approaching completion at the 
time of printing this Beport, and if not ready for issue on 
the day of the meetings copies will be sent to the subscribers 
very shortly after. 

Your Committee have appended to their Report a list of the 
publications of the Society, including those for 1898, together 
with a certified Cash Statement. 



PROPOSED WORK. 

Having reported on the work brought to completion under 
their administration, your Committee desire to review some 
of the more important propositions which they have considered 
with a view to the future. In the first place they commend 
the general programme contained in the prospectus for 
approval and ratification by the Society at this meeting. It is 
the opinion of your Committee that the reproduction of maps, 
views, and plans of London should be the chief object before 
the Society, and having had under their consideration an 
important proposal which, in their opinion, it is highly desirable 
that this Society should undertake, they desire to report thereon 
as follows, recommending the matter to their successors, the 
Council of this Society, which will be elected at the present 
meeting. 

The MS. Department of the British Museum has acquired 
a drawing of very remarkable topographical interest. This is 
an elaborately detailed plan of the Roads, etc., from Hyde Park 
Comer to Counter^s Bridge (what is now Addison Road railway 
bridge), in fifteen large sheets, made for the Kensington Turn- 
pike Trust, by their Surveyor, Joseph Salway, and dated at 
Sloane Street in 1811. 

Beyond the general title expressing these particulars, no 
further information regarding the making of this important 
document is to be derived from the plan. It came into the 
possession of the Museum authorities from the papers of the 
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old Commissioners of Sewers. Thut the draughtsman, Joseph 
Salway^ was surveyor to the Turnpike Trustees, is not stated, 
but is preyed by records which have been produced to your 
Committee by Mr. J. E. Smith, F.S.A. The sheets are 
bound in volumes, whose dimensions probably exceed all the 
resources of bibliographical nomenclature. 

The actual measurement of the dra.wings on these fifteen 
sheets is 45 x 24| inches, the scale being 1 inch to 20 feet It 
is di£Scult to convey the impression of minuteness and complete- 
ness which is received from seeing the sheets themselves, but 
the enormous scale must be suggestive to anyone who has any 
experience at all of such work. Of course the fifteen sheets are 
simply sections of what is really one continuous drawing. It 
mdy be bHefly defined as a detailed plan of both sides of the 
road^ and of the houses fronting thereon ; not a miere selection 
of the houses along the road, but a complete and detailed 
survey. In addition to the plans elevations are given, along 
the top of each sheet, of every house, wall, pump, lamp-post, or 
structure of any kind, every tree, every hedge and ditch, on the 
north side of the road. Elevations are not given for the south 
side. There are plans for both sides, elevations for the north 
side. It is impossible to describe the interest and attraction 
of these beautiful architectural illustrations of the north side. 
Members need not be reminded that this road wai3 one of the 
chief highways out of London, well-worn by stage-coaches at 
the time the drawing vras made. It may help the Society to 
realize the nature of this document if a few brief notes on 
some of the topographical features are added to the general 
description already given. The drawing, it should be re- 
membered, has never yet been engraved or printed ; the only 
existing copy is the original in the British Museum, and the 
reproduction of this, from inquiries made by your Committee, 
appears to be quite feasible and within the compass of the 
Society. 

Bearing in mind that plans are given of the houses on both 
sides of the way, the following notes refer to the elevations 
furnished for the north side. Sheet 1 extends from Hyde Park 
Comer Turnpike to the Conduit, and has elevations of the 
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Turnpike and the Conduit house. Sheet 2 takes us nearly to 
Sloane Street, and sho'v^s us the Westbourne Brook crossing 
under the road at Knightsbridge. Houses extend all the way 
on the north side, and of these elevations are given : they form 
a charming picture. Sheet 3 extends to the Horse Barracks, 
and has elevations of houses all the way. Sheet 4 pictures the 
Horse Barracks on the north sidcr Sheet 5 takes us to the 
house of Lord Stairs, of which a plan is given. There is an 
elevation of a roadside inn, called the '' Halfway House.'' The 
houses on the south in this section are too far from the road to 
be included. In Sheet 6 we have travelled just beyond one 
mile from Hyde Park Comer : there are no houses on either 
side of the road ; an elevation is given of the Park wall on the 
north side. Sheet 7 takes us on to Gore Lane, Kensington 
Gore, and we have a picture of the Park wall and trees on the 
north side. In Sheet 8 we arrive at the Barracks which stood 
in the Park opposite the Toll-bar at the Gloucester Road entrance 
to Kensington Gardens. On the north side in the next sheet 
(9) we have a picture of the trees in the gardens as far as 
Kensington Palace, and there is a small house in the gardens 
near the road. Sheet 10 takes us to Kensington Old Church, 
and shows the frontage of houses on the north side. This 
picture of the houses is continued in the next sheet (11), which 
extends to No. 21, Lower Phillimore Place, and in the next 
(12), which extends to 28, Phillimore Place. Sheet 13 shows 
us Holland Park on the north side, and takes us to Holland 
Lane. In Sheet 14 we have open country from the " White 
Horse " inn on the north side, which is duly pictured. From 
that point there are banks, hedges, and ditches on both sides of 
the road. In the last sheet (15) we are again in open country, 
as far as Stanford Brook. The view terminates at Counter's 
Bridge, and includes a plan of Lee & Kennedy's Nursery. 
Beyond the points noted, it should be added that the plan 
contains numerous interesting details. For instance, there 
is a cobbler's stall by the kerbstone at the corner of Sloane 
Street. The street oil-lamps are numbered all the way to 
Counter's Bridge, two and a half miles from Hyde Park Corner, 
whence we started. Every house in the plan is either numbered 
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or named. Among many interesting owners and occupiers, 
a plan is given of the property of William Wilberforce, on 
the south side. 

Your Committee recommend the reproduction of this valuable 
record of old London as an object worthy of the best efforts of 
the Society. 

Your Committee further recommend the issue of descriptive 
letterpress along with the maps, views, and plans, on the lines 
of the Handbook already brought out by them in respect of 
the publications of the old Society. 



Shall the Illustrated Topographical Ebcord be 

Continued P 

The two parts of this publication already issued record 
topographical changes in London during the existence of the 
old Society and for about two years later. All the opinions 
expressed by members themselves, and in the Press, have 
been very favourable; and Mr. Emslie's careful and accurate 
drawings have met much appreciation. But the possibility of 
recording the topographical changes of London with anything 
approaching completeness, by means of a publication of this 
kind, is doubtful. There is the artist to pay, and the engraver, 
and the printer, and the number of drawings would have to be 
very greatly increased to cover all the ground. It would be 
possible from material in hand to cover more or less the period 
between the second series issued and the present time ; but as 
a record of topographical change it would be very far from 
complete. It will be for the Council to consider whether the 
Record shall be continued. 

So much depends upon the amount of support given to the 
Society, and your Committee desire to impress upon all the 
members that it is for the good of all that the number of 
subscribers be increased as much as possible. Every member 
should in his sphere, among his own friends and connections, 
make known the existence of the Society, its aims and objects. 
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The pablioations which your Council hereafter may issue will 
increase by arithmetical progression with the membership. 
Therefore, it is really to the personal interest of members to 
work with their Council in making the Society known, and in 
adding to the subscribers. The more this is done the more 
will each member receive in publications for his subscription. 
There is, of course, no question as to the desirability of 
continuing the Topographical Record \ all are agreed as to 
that: some think it the most important object before the 
Society, into which the whole of the Society's strength and 
resources should be thrown. It might well become the official 
organ of the Society, and year by year form a permanent 
record of the changing aspect of London. It might include 
descriptive annotations on the various maps, views, and plans 
reproduced by the Society, and some of the smaller maps 
might be included in the volumes. But all depends on the 
resources at the command of your Council in the future, and 
this rests with the existing members, and the extent of the 
public interest beyond them. 

Some years ago there was in existence a society for 
photographing the relics of Old London, which produced 
excellent work and then, like the old Topographical Society, 
ceased to exist. Since that time there has been a spreading of 
interest in photography, perhaps even more remarkable than 
the revival which has taken place in regard to London matters. 
Your Committee have considered the possibility of utilizing 
the resources of photography for the purposes of the Illustrated 
Topographical Record. Looking beyond the requirements of 
the Record (supposing it should be continued), it will probably 
be agreed that if the Society could in the future organize 
a complete photographic survey of London, both the city and 
the coimty, the existence of the London Topographical Society 
would be amply justified on that score alone. The Hon. 
Secretary has been in communication with a member of the 
Sroyal Photographic Society of Great Britain on the subject, 
and your Committee recommend these suggestions to the 
attention of the Council. 
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There is another proposal before your Committee to which 
they would briefly refer before they bring their Report to a 
close. While on the one hand your Committee do not desire 
that the Society, by holding evening meetings for the reading 
of papers, should compete with any. other existing Society, it is 
nevertheless true, in their estimation, that periodical reunions 
of the members, apart from the assembly for business purposes 
at the annual general meetings, are essential to the vitality of 
the Society. "With this desideratum in view they have enter- 
tained a proposal that the Society should become the centre 
for organizing an observance of Shakespeare's connection with 
London on April 23rd, the birthday of the poet. The 
suggestion is that the Society should organize a meeting in 
London on that day, either in formal conclave, or at a banquet, 
or conversazione, enlisting the co-operation of other associations 
for the occasion, and thus celebrate William Shakespeare as 
a Londoner simultaneously with the celebrations at Stratford- 
on-Avon. The objective of the proposal is the erection of 
a suitable memorial (not necessarily a statue) to the poet in 
London, and the gathering of the members in furtherance of 
such an achievement would, it is thought, be a means of main- 
taining that personal interest in the Society so necessary to its 
success. 

Looking to the views and maps which form the issues 
of this Society, those brought out under the direction of 
Mr. Wheatley by the old Society, and the map of Porter 
which has now been added to the series, it may be pointed 
out that they all represent Shakespeare's London. In 
Wyngaerde's View we have a picture of London about ten 
years after the suppression of the religious houses ; Hoefnagel's 
Plan is probably of equal date with the well-known large 
map of Aggas ; while in Visscher's View we have a beautiful 
picture of London as it was actually familiar to Shakespeare. 
Porter's Map shows us the same ancient city before it dis- 
appeared in the Great Fire. Across the chasm made by that 
catastrophe, and across the centuries intervening, we are able 
by means of these views and maps to visit the scenes familiar 
in the daily life of Shakespeare in this city, and your Committee 



31 



feel that the London Topographical Society is qualified by its 
work to take the lead in a movement having for its object the 
due celebration of the very important connection of Shakespeare 
with London. 

Signed on behaU of the Organizing Committee, 

T. Fairman Ordish. 



COMMITTEE. 

The Lobd "Welby, G.C.B. 

Sir Walter Besant, M.A., F.S.A. 

♦ Sir Owen Egberts, M.A., F.S.A., J.P., D.L. 
Edwin Ereshfibld, LL.D., F.S.A., D.L. 

♦ G. Laurence Gomme, F.S.A., F.S.S. 
F. G. Hilton Price, F.S.A., F.G.S. 
W. H. Dickinson, B.A., F.S.S. 
Wynne E. Baxter, J.P:, D.L. 

♦ Henry B. Whbatley, F.S.A. 
Philip Norman, F.S.A.. 

♦ John Tolhubst, F.S.A. 
W. J. Habdy, F.S.A. 
J. E. Smith, F.S.A. 
John Philipps Emsue. 

James F. Gomme (Hon. Treasurer, pro tern.)* 

♦ T. Fairman Ordish, F.S.A. (Hon. Secretary, pro fern,), 

* Members of the Council of the old Society. 



33 



»«' 



I— I 
O 

o 
o 

I— I 

W 

PLI 

o 

Ph 

o 

H 

o 

O 



00 



to 

2 



^ 



CO 

CO 



00 



o -o O) t}4 00 
eo o O) 00 c^ 



CO ^ O) O 00 
CO f-H c^ 



I" 



I 

3 

O 

0^ 



00 



CO 



Ol 



9 



I 






<^ 



U B ^ 

00 o a 






P-l 



^ P^ 



I 



-s 



11 



PS. 



o 



• 2 



pes 

W 
o 



•^5 



»-* cq o 



»0 »0 CO 1^ 



CO o t^ O) 
t^ 00 »o 




CO 






I 

o 
o 

•s 

o 
o 

o 



^ 



o 
,4 



33 



PUBLICATIONS. 



Vaa den Wyngaerde's View of London, ^ired U50, 

measmiiig 10 feet long by 17 inclies ; seren sheets in 
Portfolio. 

Hoefaagers Plan df London, from Braun and Hogenberg's 
Civitates Orhis Terrarum, 1572. 

Illustrated Topographical Becord. First Series. 
Visseher's View of London, 1616, in four sheets. 
Handbook to Views and Maps. 



1888. 

A reproduction in two sheets (same size as the above) of ** The 

Newest and Exactest Mapp of the most 
Famous Citties London and Westminster, 
with their suburbs; and the manner of 

their streets." ... By T. Porter. Printed and 
sould by Rob* Walton at the Globe & Compasses on ye 
north side of S* Paules. 

Illustrated Topographical Becord. Second Beries. 
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RULES 

Submitted by the Organizing Committee to he passed at the First 
Annual General Meeting of the Society, 



I. — The London Topographical Society has for its object the publica- 
tion of Maps, Views, and Plans of different periods, and of all parts of 
the City and County of London, and the publication of documents and 
data of all kinds illustrating the History of London in every department. 

II. — The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Council, 
consisting of President, two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Hon. Secretary, 
and not more than eighteen elected Members of the Society. [See Note 
at end of Rules.] 

III. — The Subscription shall be One Quinea yearly, payable in 
advance, on the 1st January. 

IV. — The names of those wishing to become Members shall be 
submitted to the Council for approval. 

V. — There shall be each year a General Meeting of the Society, at 
which the Council elected for the preceding year shall report upon the 
work of the Society during that year. 

VI. — ^At each Annual Meeting all the Members of the Council shall 
retire from office, and not more than three-fourths shall be eligible for 
re-election. 

VII. — No Member whose Subscription for the preceding year remains 
unpaid shall be eligible for election to the Council. 
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VIII. — ^A certified Cash Statement shall be printed and issued to all 
MembenB with the Annual Report of the Council. 

IX. — The Council shall have power to fill up occasional vacancies in 
their number during the year, and to elect any Member of the Society to 
serve on any Committee or Sub-Committee of the Council. 

X. — The Publications of the Society for each year shall be issued to 
all Members whose Subscriptions have been paid ; no Member whose 
Subscription is in arrear shall be entitled to receive such Publications. 

XL — ^No alteration shall be made in these Rules except at an Annual 
Meeting, or at a Special General Meeting called upon the requisition of at 
least five Members. One month's previous notice of the change to be 
proposed shall be given in writing to the Secretary, and the alteration 
proposed must be approved by at least three-fourths of the Members 
present at such Meeting. 



Note. 

Rule II, as amended at the Annual Meeting, stands as follows : — 

The afiairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Council, consisting 
of President, two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Hon. Secretary, and not 
more than twenty-one elected members of the Society. The direction of 
the general business of the Society shall be del^ated to a Conmiittee 
of Management, who shall periodically report to the Council. 

With this exception the rules of the Society are as printed above. 
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APPENDIX. 



THE 

TOPOGEAPHICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 



GENERAL REPORT {Reprinted). 



^ A HEBTiNa of the Council of this Society was held on July 14, 1S96, 

\ in accordance with the following letter : — 

I Warwick Housi, 

Warwick Court, 
j Gray's Inn, W.C. 

Juli/ 4, 1896. 
Dbar Sir, 
I am calling together the Memhen of the Council of this Society in 
order that they may receive a full and complete statement of affairs, and 
an explanation of the cessation of the work of the Society. 

I may mention that there is a halance of money in hand and property — 
in the shape of publications — of considerable value, and the Council will be 
asked to consider the advisability of restarting the Society. 

With these objects in view, I beg to request your attendance at 
a meeting of the Council in my rooms at the above address, on Tuesday, 
the 14th instant, at 5 p.m. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Tours faithfully, 

T. Fairman Ordish, 

• 

Hon. Sec. 

At the meeting (G. Laurence Gomme, F.S.A., in the Chair) it was 
ordered that a Statement of the position of the Society should be 
printed aad circulated. 

It was explained by Mr. Wheatley, the Director of the Society, that 
the issue of the proposed Record, containing illustrations of various 
changes in London Topography during the years of the Society's 
existence, had not been completed owing to sundry blocks having 
been mislaid by the engraver. Through the efforts of Mr. Ordish 
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these blocks had at last been recovered, and formed, as far as they 
wenty an unique topographical record. With regard to the stoppage 
of the issue of further publications, the reason was mainly financial. 
Stilly the statement of the Hon. Secretary showed that there was 
money in hand, and, however much the want of success of the Society 
must be deplored, it was clearly attributable, in a great measure, to 
the fact that they had not been able to obtain a larger membership. 
However, he shared the view, that within a very recent period there 
had been many evidences of a greatly widened interest in the subject, 
and he was of opinion that, if the Society could make a fresh start, it 
would be likely to meet with an amount of support that would enable 
it to carry out the objects with which it was originally started. His 
many engagements made it imperative for him to seek retirement from 
the position of Director; but, if a new Society were formed, he would 
desire to be associated with it and to help its objects to the full extent 
of his power. 

Proofs of the Handbook were examined and approved. 

The Council inspected the drawings and the blocks which had been 
prepared for the proposed Eecord, and decided that, if the money in 
hand admitted, after the issue of this Eeport and Handbook, the Hon. 
Secretary should proceed with the issue of the Eecord without calling 
a farther meeting for the purpose. 

The following is a Statement of the Stock of the Society's 
Publications (Maps and Views, etc.) in hand on the 24th June, 
1896 :— 

Wyngaerde Map of London — 

Platea i to iT inolusive 99 copies eacli. 

,, T to Til ty ••. ... 80 yy fy 

YiMicher's London — 

Plates i to It „ 180 ,, ,, 

Braon and Hogenberg's Mi^ — 1 sheet 65 „ 
64 Portfolios for above, perfect. 
12 Intaglio Copperplates of abore. 

(Signed) Typo-Etching Co., per D. M. 

The Council receiyed and approved the following statements (see 
OTerleaf ) : — 
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